APRIL 2022
From the President
Our last Newsletter was in August 2021. Back then we were facing the
prospect of finding a new home, and COVID was still making our lives
complicated. Now, as you all know, we have the lease on the whole of
the Beechworth Railway Station building and, although COVID is still
with us, the restrictions are much reduced.
Much more has happened since August 2021, but let’s look to the
future rather than the past. The Program Planning Group has delivered
again, giving us an interesting program of activities for Term 2 and
beyond. Make sure you read the weekly What’s On from Vivienne
Harvey to keep up-to-date.
Having the entire Railway Station for our use is both a benefit and a burden. The benefit is that we
have more flexibility in scheduling our program of activities. The burden is that our expenses have
increased substantially. Fortunately we have spare space to hire so if you know of any groups who are
looking for regular or casual hire of space, please ask them to contact us at indigo.u3a@gmail.com or
call 0492 830 612.
Your Committee of Management line-up has changed. Full details are on the website at
www.indigou3a.net. We welcome four new members – Sandra Davidson, Rod Hawkes, Lesley Finedon
and Michael O’Flaherty – and say farewell and thank you to Hugh Grady who stepped down after two
years. Frances Baker did not nominate for the Secretary’s position, so we need someone to fill that
critical role. If you are that person, please email me at president.indigo.u3a@gmail.com. Frances
remains on the CoM and has agreed to be Acting Secretary in the meantime.
Finally, I’m delighted to say that the Newsletter will be a regular feature again, thanks to Judi Moncur
who has kindly volunteered to take it over. Happy reading!
Regards
Rosemary Ryan
President
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New Courses in Term Two
Dancercise

With Jenny Reed and Whitney Iaria.
Starting Monday 2nd May 10:30 -11:30 am at the
Beechworth Railway Station. Find the joy in moving,
exercising then relaxing with Jenny and Whitney. Have fun
doing warm ups, a bit of aerobic movement, cooldowns
and relaxation to the fun music of our favourite decades.
No previous dance skills needed, all welcome, gold coin
donation.

No Rules - Fibre Art and Embroidery with
Jennifer Cowie.

Starting Monday 2nd May 2:00 - 4:00 pm at the
Beechworth Railway Station. The course covers Fabric
Dyeing; Painting on Fabric; Applique and Fabric Layering;
Updating Embroidery Skills; Raised Quilting and
Embroidery.

A note on the newsletter:
I hope you enjoy reading the new newsletter. I’ve taken over
recently, and I would welcome any contributions from
members for future newsletters. Information from course
leaders is of course, always welcome, but I’d also like to
encourage you to contribute stories, poems, artworks; in fact
anything you think might be of interest to other members.
You can send to me directly: judi.moncur@gmail.com, or to
indigo.u3a@gmail.com.

Term Two Courses
NEW:
Dancercise
IT help desk
No rules- Fibre art and
embroidery.
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Bike Riders
Coffee Mornings
Everyday Philosophy
Explorers of Australia
Film Goers
Games
Gardeners
Immigration Stories
Jazz on Fridays with
Michael
Men's Book Group
Our World - background
briefing Scribblers
Women of Words
Walks with Gerri

Judi Moncur, newsletter scribe and coordinator.
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Phil Bunn’s corner
In Beechworth stands an old station
Truth told, suffering from neglection
And though in an ideal location
It was far from being perfection.
But then arrived thirty or more
With cleaning tools of every degree
Determined to equal the score.
We salute U3A's great working bee.
Now every thing’s gleaming and neat
And the rail station has a new life
Removing oldies off the street,
And keeping them out of strife.
PSB April 22

Indigo U3A Inc. Beechworth Railway Station, Harper Avenue, Beechworth. 3747.
Ph.0492 830612. Email: indigo.u3a@gmail.com. Website:www.indigou3a.net

Bike Group 2022
The group is entering its fourth year, and we’re riding more
often (every Thursday), for longer (up to 50km), over an
increasing variety of routes, and increasingly on the ever
more popular eBikes.
The diversity of rides is expected to continue. About half
our rides are local, starting at the OBRS, and finishing with
coffee at the OBG. They often involve a combining the rail
trails with local roads/tracks such as Red Hill Rd, the
Pipeline Track, Dingle Tracks and Voigt’s Road.
Some are short and easy, others longer and more difficult, chosen to suit participants.
Some of the away rides start from OBRS.
For those, we use Bus-a-bike to bring
both riders and bikes back home - these
include rides to Eldorado, Myrtleford,
Milawa, and Whorouly. For more distant
‘away’ rides, we use member facilities
(bike carriers, Peter’s trailer). Recently
we rode from Apex park, Wangaratta,
alongside the Ovens River and One Mile
creek
It’s a well-organised diverse group, with
women participating and influencing
preferences. Peter Finedon is planning
new, exciting bike-trailer friendly routes
and Ray Saunders organises rides from
the front.

While welcoming new members, we are
sad to lose others. We remember in
particular the contributions of Philip
Bunn and Jim Kenny. Our biggest debt is
to the founders, Maureen O’Flaherty,
who had the idea, Rosemary Ryan and
Mike Bydder, who got it going with
Council support for Beechworth-friendly
Ebike hire.
The group welcomes new riders, and
happy to help them enjoy the pleasures
and benefits of bike riding. Those
interested can contact Peter, Ray or me.

Harvey Anderssen
Bike Group Tutor

Farewell to Gail Warren-Smith
Gail has been a vibrant and spirited presence in the U3A community for
several years. She was involved with the planning committee and organized
the coffee mornings. Recently she took the decision to move to the south
coast of New South Wales, after travelling with her caravan and dog to South
Australia. We wish her all the best in her new life.

Talks by John Weretka on art and music
Local musician and academic John Weretka brings an intellectual zing and
a deep level of knowledge to his presentations for U3A. John’s first session
for us this year was Stage Design: a history which took us right back to the
simplicity of the amphitheatres of ancient Greece where theatre was an
integral part of religious festivals, the growing ornamentation of the
Romans, medieval pageants and forward to the innovations of Sebastiano
Serlio. In April, John introduced us to the lost voices of musical women in
the Middle Ages. Very few records remain about the contribution that
educated and talented women made to the music of their times. The information that has
lasted through the centuries is that of women in the upper echelons of society, the wives and
daughters of wealthy merchants, or women who spent their lives, sometimes unwillingly, in
convents. John spoke of key figures in musical composition and musical patronage – the
Venetian born court writer of poetry and books in the court of Charles VI, Christine de Pisan,
and Margaret of Austria, patron of the Arts who became Queen of Spain and Portugal, as well
as the polymath nun, Saint Hildegard of Bingen: writer, composer, musician, mystic, visionary.
John will do a further two presentations in May with the specific topics to be advised.

Frances Baker

Immigration Stories
In an informal setting, this
group uses personal family
stories to learn more about
about immigration to
Australia. In February we
had a wonderful mixed
group of old photographs of
ancestors and other family
members. The photos and a
brief story about the people
in them will be copied for
display at the Railway
Station. Dr Dirk
Spennemann, Associate
Professor in Cultural
Heritage Management from
Charles Sturt University
was our special guest in
March. Dirk’s enthusiasm
was infectious and those

attending were treated to a
stimulating talk about the
Indian Hawkers (mainly
from the Punjab and some
Muslim) who plied their
trade in the late 1900’s and
early 20th C around the
farming areas in NE
Victoria and the Riverina in
NSW.
There was a Beechworth
connection, with guest
attendee Dorothy Ball
telling the group about the
hawkers who used to camp
in the backyard of her old
family home in Church St
and at one of the Carey
properties. Dirk also

reminded us that there are
grave markers for two
Muslim Hawkers at the
Beechworth Cemetery
(Strangers Section). Dirk is
planning a second
presentation for us later in
the year on the Italian POW
camp in Murchison which
remained open until 1947.
Next month we will meet at
the Yackandandah
Community Centre for a
presentation about the care
and preservation of old
photos and family artefacts
by Susan from the
Yackandandah Museum.

Frances Baker.

The first social event of the year,
Twilight in the Trees, was held on 9th
February. A lively group of U3A
members gathered to enjoy
conversation, food and wine (and in
some cases, Kombucha) in the lush
green backdrop of Mayday Hills
gardens.
The mellow sounds of Arthur Meyers
and his synthesiser played, as sunny late
afternoon faded into evening. We were
lucky to have such perfect weather!

Judi Moncur.
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