
This week in International relations

• PM Morrison has a rethink on supporting the US embassy move dropped after 

Wentworth result? Criticism from Indonesia?

• UNHCR issues report calling on Australia to evacuate Nauru and Manus 

island detention centres.

• Putin - With elections looming in March, leading state-controlled TV channels 

are roping in religion to cast him as a national saviour. The monastery of 

Valaam is repeatedly described as the "mirror of Russia". Its recovery from the 

ruin inflicted after World War Two is meant to be a metaphor for the country's 

own journey under Mr Putin. Leading Russia back to a Russian orthodox 

religious revival?

• Kashoggi incident continues to resonate – Trump says there will be 

consequences but no cutting off of military arms sales (some 20% of all US 

arms sales go to the Saudis. Trump – they provide 40,000 – 1 million jobs.

• Major companies all cancel involvement in an investment conference in 

Riyadh. “Rogue killers” says Trump. Saudis admit guilt – dressed one of theirs 

in Kashoggi’s clothing. Turkey looking for Islamic World leadership? 
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Sanctions? What sanctions?



New art in the white House



And of course.....



And Melissa Price and the Pacific

• New Environment Minister Melissa Price has been accused of insulting 
regional neighbours by telling a Pacific leader the region was "always" 
seeking "cash" from Australia.

• The former president of Kiribati, Anote Tong, was dining with a group in 
Canberra when Ms Price approached.

• Multiple sources have told that the newly installed Cabinet Minister said 
to Mr Tong: "I know why you're here. It is for the cash. "For the Pacific, it is 
always about the cash. I have my chequebook here. How much do you 
want?“

• 700,000 march in London in support of another Brexit referendum and a 
say in the final form of Brexit.



The marchers from Honduras – Trump to cut off aid?
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Who are the Millennials?

• Years: 1981-2000 (flexible dates)
Famous people: Ashton Kutcher, Serena Williams, Mark Zuckerberg

• Millennials are known to be tech-savvy, self-expressive, narcissistic and 
prone to jump from job to job,. The generation is also less religious, less 
likely to have served in the military, and more likely to seek instant 
gratification according to Pew social trends.

• Some argue that young people are rewarded for minimal 
accomplishments in competitive sports and have unrealistic expectations 
of working life.

• although this generation is known to be “narcissistic”, it is usually liberal 
and receptive to new ways of living.

• “There is a growing individualism in this generation. They look more at the 
‘self’ and less on social roles,” she said. “Millennials are optimistic and 
confident.”
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The Millennials (1982 -2002) or Gen Y
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Gen Z – born between 1996 - 2010 

• These are your grandchildren.

• They are set to occupy roughly 10 per cent of the workforce by 2020, 
experts predict that with Generation Z there will be a return to values 
such as respect, responsibility and restraint. 

• However, with the way technology is heading, most of the jobs that Gen 
Z will be filling have not even been created yet.

• Gen Z is part of a generation that is global, social, visual and 
technological. They are the most connected, educated and sophisticated 
generation ever

• Gen Z’s have been born into the crisis period of terrorism, the global 
recession and climate change. They are predicted to spend their young 
adult years in a time of economic and social renewal. 

• They are also living in an era of changing household structures, and are 
the students of today and university graduates, employees and consumers 
of tomorrow. 12



And Generation Z?

• Years: 2000-present
Famous people: Malala Yousafzai, Elle Fanning, Romeo Beckham

• Those who fall under this generation are 21 years old and younger. The 
group goes by many names such as iGen, Gen Z.

• Most members of the generation don’t remember a time before social 
media and were not alive for 9/11.

• Social media is key to this generation. This generation sees social media as 
impacting popularity, happiness, and self-esteem — more than any other 
group before them.

• The term “i” represents both the types of mobile technologies the 
generations use (iPhone, iPod, iTunes) plus the fact that these 
technologies are mostly “individualized” in the way they are used.

• The Gen Z job interview.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uo0KjdDJr1c


An example of gen Z
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“We’re children. You guys are the adults. You need to take some action.”

• Likely to think of themselves as children well into their teenage years?

• Gen Z less likely than their predecessors to have a driver’s licence, have 
sex and drink alcohol by age 17. A result of helicopter parenting?

• Binge drinking  halved.

• Stricter regulations in some states that have raised the minimum age for 
buying cigarettes and alcohol to 21 as well as graduated driving laws.

• Highly individualistic and libertarian – so they might ask for gun control 
but not the banning of guns etc. Peaceful protest with the focus on safety.

• Generational animosity – the young are naive, thin skinned, unable to 
cope, weak, new young fogeys, whingers, snowflakes.

• Germaine Greer dismissed #Metoo as “whinging”.

• the current Millennial Generation found its ideological centre in the 
policies and leadership of President Obama. 

• As this Generation Progressive grows in electoral importance, the 
potential for significant realignment of political attitudes toward 
progressive views of government and society 

15



What life is like for Millennials

• A change from the baby boomers - get a job, get married, buy a house and 
have a couple of kids.

• living pay check to pay check and spending their money on travelling and 
going to concerts rather than saving for assets like a house because travel 
is cheaper than owning a house.

• But at 40 they will be much poorer than their parents were at that age.

• Baby boomers – live to work – Millennials life outside of work more 
important. Lifestyle is more important than a career.

• Millennials – purpose more important than a pay check

• Living at home longer. Concerned about retirement.

• Gig economy – casual work, poor pay rates no union protection. But better 
educated and much more peer competitive.

• Baby Boomers have cars, homes and savings, Millennials are more likely to 
have worldly experience.

• Job hopping – a career important but not the be all and end all. 
Entrepreneurial.
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The generational divide

• Younger people are less likely to be affiliated to a political party and are less 
likely to vote.

• However generational divide now a better indicator of voter intention than 
class once was.

• So political parties aim their campaigns at the older voters.

• The focus therefore is on pensions, deficit reduction and health schemes not 
youth unemployment or house prices. There is no appetite for making housing 
more affordable if it reduces equity in the homes of the baby boomers.

• homeowners voted Conservative by 53 to 32. Renters voted Labour by 51 to 
31.

• The older generation a powerful force – note Shorten back flip on super tax.

• But will the baby boomers pass on their wealth as inheritances?

• Oldies staying longer in the workforce might ease inter generational burden 
but it also keeps the young out of work.

• Are the young there to take up work in the ever expanding care sector?
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Or do they just want what we have only later?
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How the young are different

• Parenthood put on the backburner? a fulfilling career, travelling to bucket-
list destinations, enjoying a vibrant social life and making time for the 
sporting activities and creative hobbies as important.

• Everything later – getting into the housing market (if at all), marriage and 
children and a stable career.

• Living longer but egg freezing and IVF becoming increasingly common.

• Higher education no longer a pathway to wealth HECS instead.

• The young have changed because the world of work has changed.

• Basic work is being automated even in the service industries like cafes etc.

• The gig economy, job hopping, remote working, the knowledge economy, 
the focus on fulfilment. Less security, less money and fewer workplace 
rights.

• In a rapidly changing world politics is seen as being too slow to catch up or 
to keep up. Many not voting in the US are young Democrats who despair 
of government unwillingness or inability to cope.
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The Millennials
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Proportion of first mothers over 35 – 22%
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Stats for 2015
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In England

• Youth and Labour very heavily intertwined. Labour did better with those who voted 
against Brexit, the very poor and the jobless but the margin between Labour and 
Conservatives in the under 25 bracket was a whopping 44 percentage points.

• The older voters over 65 favour Conservative over Labour by some 43 points and 
the gap is widening at both ends. This is despite the fact that Corbyn promised to 
maintain pensioner entitlements for heating subsidies and travel. The conservatives 
were less kind.

• The young supported Corbyn despite the fact that his party did not..

• The young support his opposition to the war in Iraq They like his criticism of post-
2008 austerity policies, which have hit them hardest, and his focus on the rising 
cost of houses, which they tend not to own.

• In the 1970s, those aged between 20 and 25 enjoyed higher incomes after housing 
costs than the average Briton; today the opposite is true.

• Britain has two over-65s for every adult under 25 factor in turnout and the grey vote 
outnumbers the youth vote three to one.

• The turning point seems to be around 50 years of age.
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Youth voting patterns
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The generation gap in politics over time
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How it applied to the Brexit vote

• As of 2016, age became the most prominent dividing factor in political leanings. 
During Brexit, the 18-24 demographic saw a staggering 75 percent vote to stay. 
The next age bracket – 25-49 – also resulted in a remain majority, although the 
difference was a mere 8 percent only 39 percent of 65+ opted to stay in the EU.

• This trend was not isolated to the Brexit decision.

• Perhaps it is a decline in patriotism. Passionate patriotism was only evident in 15 
percent of young people. Compare this to the 49 percent of 65+ who identified 
themselves as ‘very patriotic,’ 

• The 18-24 years olds of today are living in a different world than that of their 
parents. They have instant access to global events; they buy products from across 
the world and connect with people from different countries every day. A more global 
outlook and less island focused.

• Globalists from birth – they see it as an opportunity and not a threat. 80% support 
global consumerism.

• On average, 16-24-year-olds are online for 27 hours per week – almost equivalent 
to a full-time job. Digital media offers alternatives to mainstream media and often is 
left of centre. A focus on equality and universal values.
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Voting by age group
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The young in Britain

• “Does Theresa May care that I’ve been on minimum wage for three years 
and I’m still paying my student debt?”

• The young have suffered disproportionately in the recent past from 
student debt, a housing crisis, a lack of secure jobs, falling wages and cuts 
to social security.

• Better educated but with fewer good job prospects with a tertiary 
qualification. Huge student debts but not a good investment anymore.

• credentialism has grown and secure full-time work shrunk.

• 246,480 young people in the UK registered to vote on the last day in May 
2017 that they were eligible, a significant increase from the 137,400 who 
did so on the cut off date in 2015.
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The young and voter turn out
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And elsewhere in Europe

• A similar result occurred for Macron in France. Although Communist 
candidate, Jean-Luc Melenchon, seemed a youth favourite from early on, 
the young banded together against the far-right nationalism of Marine Le 
Pen. 

• Macron won with 56 percent of the 18-24 vote.

• Similarly, Austrian Eurosceptic Norbert Hofer lost against the green party’s 
Alexander Van Bellen.

• Even after the 2012 financial collapse in Greece, it was the support of 
young people that solidified the rise of SYRIZA against the conservative 
New Democracy Party.

• In Spain, the divide is even more marked; as youth unemployment rises to 
45.3 percent, the 65-and over demographic ensured a repeat victory for 
the progressively stagnant Partido Popular.

• The Internet generation will grow and this will change politics – but can it 
be sustained?
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In the US

• Almost half of Millennials and children are from ethnic minority groups 
and it is this great diversity that is at the heart of demographic changes.

• The issues the young care about most – health care, LGBTQ rights, 
women’s rights, immigration.

• The young supported Bernie Sanders who advocated free University 
tuition. That is a really big issue and not just in the US.

• Donald Trump rode into the White House on a wave of support from older 
white Americans - those over the age of 45.

• Is the GOP keeping up? – they are already losing the black/ Hispanic and 
Latino vote.

• Will the Millennials vote?  Nearly half voted in the 2016 election as 
opposed to 70% of baby boomers. Last mid terms In 2014, just 16 percent 
of people between the ages of 18 and 29 voted. Only 28% say they will 
definitely vote these mid terms – seniors 74%. Insult them?

• But socialists and young women are making great inroads as voters and 
candidates.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0e9guhV35o


The youth/ethnic vote in recent Presidential elections

32



Why the young in America are more radical

• There are three reasons why young people lean left. First, they’re just 
young, and young people are typically to the left of the rest of the country 
on social and economic issues. 

• Second, the under-30 cohort is the most diverse adult demographic in 
American history and minorities have historically been to the left of the 
country as well. 

• Third, even young white men and women are more liberal than their 
parents, particularly on three social issues—gay rights, immigration, and 
marijuana—and generally on their willingness to accept more government 
involvement in income redistribution and universal health care. 

• They are less likely to identify as Democrats but supported Obama.

• Low youth wages made it hard to pay off record student debt. Profits high 
– wages low mantra.

• 80% supported Bernie Sanders. Mainly white students. Less taken by the 
free market approach of their parents.
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"Politicians: either represent the people or get out. Stand with us or beware, 

the voters are coming”

• Revolutions starts with rising expectations dashed by a sudden sharp 
reversal. See French and Russian revolutions.

• College degree no longer means an automatic entry to the Middle class.

• But voting by the under 30s is the lowest in the last 50 years.

• Action is the strongest – the Anti gun rallies. Lots of condescension.

• The post Millennials (those born after 2001) - By 2024 -- just two 
presidential elections from now -- the generation of young people that 
includes the students organizing a march on Washington to demand gun 
control will represent 1 in every 10 eligible voters.

• A cultural drift away from the average GOP voter who is an average white, 
middle aged Christian.

• Very effective users of digital media as nearly all were under 10 when the 
Iphone was introduced in 2007.

• Post Millennials – 51% white  to 49% of other races.
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The Laura Ingraham incident – doing things differently
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David Hogg
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The Millennials will be different
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How the young voted in the US
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The population mix is becoming more diverse among the young
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A diverse future for the US with the Millennials as the bridge

• Millennials now a bigger cohort than the baby boomers.

• By 2028 Millennials and post Millennials will make up half the voters.

• If current trends hold, that poses a distinct long-term threat to the 
Republican Party. On issues from immigration to gun control, and crime to 
transgender rights.

• in the survey, 36% of the entering students identified themselves as "far 
left" or "liberal." That was a significant increase from the 24% that so 
identified in 1997,

• Trump’s approval among Millennials is just 22% (Feb – 2018).

• Entering College students - 80% said the federal government should 
address climate change, 71% said the wealthy should pay higher taxes and 
68% said gun control laws should be more strict -- all priorities that Trump 
and congressional Republicans reject.
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In the US - the changing of the guard

• Millennials, those aged between 20 to 35 in 2016, numbered 71 million, 
and Boomers (ages 52 to 70) numbered 74 million. Millennials are 
expected to overtake Boomers in population in 2019 .

• The baby boomers were critical to President Trump’s rise (he lost younger 
voters but won strongly among the 45-to-64 and 65-and-older age 
brackets) and who keep Fox News afloat (the median age for its viewers is 
66) — is diminishing.

• As a generation, they are strongly anti-Trump and don’t seem to be 
getting more conservative with time, as their parents did. They do not 
pine for a pre globalised society.

• The GOP is not popular with this generation of voters.

• They are less religious than older generations and less likely to be married. 
Sceptical of institutions.
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Millennials in the US

• Millennials are more likely than older generations to say it is the federal 
government’s responsibility to make sure all Americans have health care 
coverage.”) They are more concerned about economic inequality (66 
percent say government favours powerful interests).

• Millennials are more sceptical of the United States’ role in the world and 
don’t express support for American exceptionalism. (a unique role in the 
world – differs qualitatively from the rest of the world)

• they are extremely supportive of immigration. (79% say it strengthens the 
US). Most do not see Islam as a threat.

• 81% recognise global warming as a serious threat.

• Millennials may not be very partisan, but they are inclusive, open to the 
world, science believers and concerned about the poor. To the extent that 
the GOP goes the way of European ethno-nationalist parties, it is going to 
lose among these voters.

• The young - A JFK generation without a JFK?
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In Australia

• There are some signs young people in Australia are becoming more 
politically engaged. Around 70% of 18 years olds voted in the 2016 
election, up from 50% in 2013.

• And the number of 18-24 year olds not enrolled fell from 400,000 to 
250,000 over the same period. Participation rates among the young, 
however, are still well below the national average of 95%.

• Social views and social policies dominate the priorities of young 
Australians

• people aged 17 to 25 nominated asylum seekers, marriage equality and 
climate change as their most important issues. Pro-refugee policy was 
singled out by more than a fifth

• Involved in political discussion only when it impacts on social issues? e.g. 
Same Sex marriage etc?

• Fifty percent of young employed Australians are in part time or casual 
work; move to rental properties making that insecurity more permanent.

• Also concerned that government is not keeping up with social and 
technological change.
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The 2016 election in Australia and the young

• more young people are flocking to the Greens. 17 – 24 age bracket it is 
44.6% at the last election.

• the major parties have focused their attention on the bread-and-butter 
election issues of economic management, jobs.

• Home ownership a distant dream – more concerned about the availability 
of rental properties and rents and transport.

• a familiar refrain by the parties at election time: jobs and growth, fixing 
Labour's budget mess and new employment pathways. Hardly 
inspirational and not really addressing youth issues?

• Disengaged in the lead up to the last election (up to 60% undecided). 
Focussed on bread and butter issues ( HECS etc)

• Should there be a minister for youth?
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In Australia - social issues are a different matter

45



In Russia – the puteens

• for older Russians, the sudden collapse of their country was traumatic, 
thrusting them into a world of unemployment, rising prices

• Many feel nostalgia for a simpler, more predictable time when they were 
young but that is fading way.

• Is there a sea change? Probably not – most under 25 are Putin’s strongest 
supporters. Recent polls indicate that 65% of people ages 18 to 23 would 
vote for Putin — if they go to the polls. GDP doubled since 2000, 
unemployment 15% drink and smoke less than their parents. Less 
interested in confrontation with the West. 

• Most say the country is heading in the right direction.

• Patriotic, digitally savvy but still believe what they hear on TV even if most 
don’t watch it.

• A learned helplessness? Putin keeps us safe mentality. As long as we can 
travel and have the Internet etc.  A fear that some other President might 
be worse. Less likely to support far reaching changes – playing it safe.

46



Daria Mikryukova – a puteen

• Born March 14th 2000, Moscow

• Lives in Moscow

• Currently studying chemistry

• Listening to Car Seat Headrest 
(High to Death)

• Watching Departure

• Reading Snuff by Chuck Palahniuk

• Places I've been St. Petersburg, 
Khvolinsk, USA, Italy, Thailand, 
Tunisia, Egypt, Turkey, Cyprus, 
Greece, Morocco

• https://www.economist.com/put
eens
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The youth focus - Navalny

• Navalny can't get on TV and the regular protests he organises are never 
reported.

• But his YouTube channel has almost 2 million followers and the 
anticorruption exposes he posts can have tens of millions of viewers.

• Unlike the stodgy nightly news reports of Mr Putin meeting dignitaries in 
the Kremlin, Mr Navalny's channel looks edgy and subversive.

• His investigative team regularly flies drones over the walled estates of Mr 
Putin's inner circle to show their astonishing wealth — the cameras 
sweeping across chateaux, helipads, servants' quarters, vineyards and 
fleets of luxury cars.

• The millions watching are unlikely to conclude government ministers are 
just canny investors of their modest state salaries.

• his anti-corruption campaign has gathered more than 100,000 volunteers 
across the country.
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Navalny supporters not intimidated
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Russian attempts to inspire youth and patriotism

• The Defence Department has funded a blockbuster romantic film 
celebrating the 2014 annexation of the Ukrainian province of Crimea. 
Called Crimea, it's a story of star-crossed lovers — a Russian man and a 
Ukrainian woman.

• She finally realises the wisdom of Mr Putin's foreign policy and they live 
happily ever after. Ticket sales have been glacially slow.

• In May, a glossy video clip by Saint Petersburg pop star Alisa Vox appeared, 
suggesting young people who had joined massive street protests 
organised by Navalny were sad and lame.

• "Learn from your mistakes, it's not too late to start," she sang, before 
stripping down to lingerie.

• "Freedom, money, girls, you'll get it all, even power. So kid, stay out of 
politics and give your brain a shower!"

• It was a PR disaster.

• For now the young against Putin are a tiny minority but the Kremlin does 
not know how to deal with them.
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'If we don't do anything now, we will
keep living like our parents'

• The millennial generation is 
inheriting a Russia in decline. Low 
global oil prices and Western 
sanctions have hurt the economy.

• Global oil consumption, which 
feeds Russia’s economy, is 
expected to continue its 
downward trajectory, and so is 
Russia’s birth-rate.

• They have no memory of the 
Soviet Union and were in nappies 
when Yeltsin was in power.
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Change will be slow in Russia

52



When Putin came to power only 2% logged on
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A stubborn conservatism

• Now more than 70% of Russians use the web. They are almost all online 
daily, and increasingly turn toward the internet for news—a significant 
challenge for the Kremlin.

• America, France and Germany joined Britain in blaming Russia for the 
poisoning of Sergei Skripal, with a nerve agent in England. 

• Inside Russia, anti-Americanism is a constant theme of a state media –
besieged fortress mentality. Message seems less potent among younger 
Russians. more inclined to see themselves as part of the wider world.

• The young support Putin because of rapid growth – brought up to fear 
change?

• Putin has sought to present Russia as a bastion of “traditional values”. 
That rhetoric has been translated into legislation: In 2013 Russia passed 
laws banning “gay propaganda”; last year the Duma decriminalised 
domestic violence. Younger Russians prove stubbornly conservative, too. 

• On women’s and LGBT rights, in particular, their views follow those of 
traditional older generations.
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And yet.....

• Russian youth the may be apolitical but they do want change and for 
Russia to become a “normal” country.

• Soaring incomes, IKEA, bars and cafes not seen as the states’ work but 
part of their entitlement. The end of the Cold war not seen as a loss but a 
necessary adjustment.

• Older liberals criticise their lack of interest in politics and public life. They 
ant urban spaces, with parks, bike lanes and food courts.

• Digitally aware – Putin famously never uses a computer.

• The young abhor the success of the 90s – life in London, personal jets etc. 
They are more into “cool” like car sharing, public lectures, travelling in 
India.

• Natural entrepreneurs who want a level playing field. Distrustful of 
government TV propaganda. Business as a form of activism.

• Parallel countries – smart and energetic young people who want to make 
Russia open and competitive and the older country of the FSB.

• They cringe at “Soviet values” – well travelled and well informed they do 
not suffer the inferiority complex of Putin’s generation.
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And how they see the world
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And in China?

• China’s leaders fret about pop culture and the infiltration of western 
values.

• Attribute the fall of Communism in Russia and Eastern Europe as the result 
of infiltration of western values – paranoid – perhaps not.

• In surveys over  decade Chinese College students prefer elements of 
liberal democracy to China’s one-party system.

• In the 80s and 90s Western culture in the form of TV shows/movies 
became readily available either via the Internet or illegally.

• American television is massively popular among young Chinese for its 
perceived authenticity. They like flawed characters as opposed to 
Government TV focussing on black and white type villains fighting the 
Japanese baddies (some 200 made in 2014) or predictable historical 
costume dramas.

• Chinese value conformity and harmony but economic development values 
independence and individuality.
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Anti Japanese films in China

58



In China

• American TV always reflects a distrust of and challenge to authority, 
whereas Chinese media basically dodge the issue. (e.g. the Law TV shows)

• All students starting college must do weeks of military training to instil 
collective values and the supremacy of the Party.

• China attempts to block American shows like NCIS an “Big bang Theory” –
outrage – China called “West North Korea” by local bloggers. Even 
“Friends” and “Sex in the City” occasionally blocked for promoting “false 
values”.

• Leads to challenges of authority?

• Sina Weibo China's Twitter like social media platform massively used by 
the young to expose pollution problems and corrupt officials.

• March 2013 the government cracks down on dissent. 

• Since 2015 a more nationalistic education and rising living standards have 
dampened down protests apart from those against Japan and calls for 
change.

• A 2016 Pew survey - 60 percent of Chinese age 18-to-34 had a favourable 
view of the United States but that was more focussed on American Culture 
rather than Trump.
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The “me” generation in China
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Do the young in China care about politics? Probably not because

• First: Politics is boring. Hours of thought and politics classes sees to that.

• Second: Politics is dangerous. In a system where a single power can decide 
what is acceptable and what is punishable, you develop an inbuilt barometer 
about what you can say and do, and what you can’t. Things are better now but 
parents have long memories. Tien An Mien – forgotten as is Mao and the 
Cultural revolution.

• Third: Politics isn’t a priority. There is too much competition—for school 
places, for jobs, for spouses. There is too much financial pressure—to buy an 
apartment, a car, to provide for your aging parents. Apart from all the other 
usual distractions the young face.

• And finally: Politics is hopeless. Why try to change something if you know you 
can’t? If a petition can get you into trouble and not get anywhere – why try?

• Politics much more discussed by the overseas Chinese.

• But these young people also have expectations and demands of their state 
that their parents never did. They have a greater sense of entitlement and 
fewer qualms about speaking out when those rights are breached, whereas 
those born in the fifties and sixties learned to take what they were given. 
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Some will have changed forced on them
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Reading Guide (from the NYT)
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Reading guide 2
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